Everywhere | sleep, | see Dust Bowl, 13 of 15

from Dorothea Lange’s photograph “U.S. 99 on ridge over Tehachapi Mountains. Heavy truck route between Los Angeles and San Joaquin Valley over which migrants travel back
and forth. California.” (May 1939)
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They said go west. We went west. They said remove the people from their land. We removed the people
from their land. They said reduce the land. We reduced
the land. They said flatten the land to grow. We flattened the land and began sowing. They said sell
what is sown. We sold
and asked for market value. They said these are the prices. We accepted the prices.
They said put in the rails. We put in the rails and traveled for profit. They said put up roads to move
fast. We put up
roads and moved faster. They said put up telephone poles to
communicate. We put up telephone poles and now we phone in. They said put up fences
to prevent animals straying into traffic. We put up

fences and we never strayed



